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Army MIDAS contract will improve satellite connectivity for Warfighters in Southwest Asia
By Stephen Larsen


FT. MONMOUTH, N.J. - The U.S. Army awarded a contract to produce the Multiplexer Integration and Digital Communications Satellite Subsystems Automation System (MIDAS) on Sept. 10, 2004 to Raytheon Network Centric Systems of Marlborough, Mass. 

The 10-year indefinite delivery, indefinite quantity firm-fixed-price contract, has a maximum dollar amount of $48 million. It will provide for production and deliveries of MIDAS equipment for the first five years, as well as for 10 ten years of engineering support, depot support and post-production software support on a time-and-materials basis.

The contract is a follow-on to a MIDAS production contact the Army awarded to Raytheon on May 29, 1997.

According to Rob Ballon, MIDAS Product Leader for the Project Manager, Defense Communications and Army Transmission Systems’ (PM DCATS) Assistant Project Manager, Digital Communications Satellite Subsystems (APM DCSS) at Ft. Monmouth, N.J., the Army also placed Delivery Order No. 1 on the contract, for MIDAS equipment, on Sept. 10.

“This MIDAS equipment will support Warfighters’ requirements for increased satellite connectivity through DoD Teleport and standardized tactical entry point (STEP) and sites around the world,” said Ballon, “and will also support operations of the U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) in Iraq and Afghanistan.”

Ballon said that MIDAS provides multiplexing and switching functions within Teleport, STEP and other strategic sites – through which Warfighters deployed in operations can access pre-positioned Defense Information Systems Network (DISN) services - including the Defense Switch Network (DSN), Defense Red Switch Network (DRSN), Non-secure Internet Protocol Router Network (NIPRNET), Secret Internet Protocol Router Network (SIPRNET), Joint Worldwide Intelligence Communications System (JWICS) and video teleconferencing (VTC).


“MIDAS also serves as an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) edge device,” added Ballon, “providing seamless interface to DISN ATM services.”

Ballon said that MIDAS replaces several types of existing discrete multiplexers by emulating their functions - while still providing backward compatibility with fielded equipment – thus eliminating supportability problems associated with aging legacy equipment and reducing the floor space required in already overcrowded fixed-site locations.

“By replacing numerous manually-operated patching racks and automating the routing of message traffic within fixed-site locations,” said Ballon, “MIDAS allows operators to more quickly program missions to respond to deployed Warfighters’ rapidly changing requirements for DISN services.”

Ballon said that the Army expects to place Delivery Order No. 2 on the contract, to initiate depot support, engineering support and post-production software support, within a week.


PM DCATS, located at Ft. Monmouth, N.J., is part of the Ft. Belvoir, Va.-headquartered Program Executive Office, Enterprise Information Systems (PEO EIS).
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