








“We previously deployed
MMCS to support Operation
Restore Democracy in Haiti,
Operation Joint Endeavor in
Bosnia, Operation Allied Force

in Kosovo, and even Hurricane
Katrina relief efforts in Louisiana
and Mississippi,” said Richards.
“MMCS is the system we send
when a site has absolutely nothing
in the way of communications.”

MMCS keeps AMC’s logisticians
deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan,

and Kuwait—including Logistics
Assistance Representatives (LARs),
Soldiers, Department of the Army
civilians, and contractors—con-
nected. “Without MMCS, AFSC
couldn’t support their LARs and
Soldiers with the data they need

to order equipment and supplies,”
Richards said. “These logistics
personnel can stay connected with
e-mail, NIPRNET, SIPRNET, and
telephone, and it’s all coming off the
MMCS network.”

Defense Contract
Management Agency

(DCMA) VSAT Support

For DCMA, PM DWTS provides
satellite connectivity via VSATs

that bring services including DSN,
NIPRNET, VoIP, and secure and non-
secure VIC to seven DCMA locations
in Iraq and two in Afghanistan. The
DCMA VSAT system is Ku-band and
includes connectivity to the DCMA
Data Center in Boston, MA.

Logistics Systems That
Protect Soldiers

PM DWTS provides two informa-
tion technology systems that enhance
the effectiveness of Combar Service
Support (CSS) Soldiers: the CSS
Automated Information Systems
Interface (CAISI) and the CSS VSATs.
CAISI provides secure wireless network
connectivity for Soldiers’ Standard

Army Management Information
Systems and CSS VSAT provides

Embedded Training Team members in Al's,h anistan surh as SGT Nick Brudau\nsl\\ shown here providing marks-

manship training to Afghan National /
communications infrastructure provided in

e recruits, can stay in to

n remote areas thanks to the
n by PM DWTS. (U.S. Navy photo by PO1 Scott Cohen,

Combined Security Transition Command, Afghanistan.)

NIPRNET access via satellite for the
CAISI network, connecting remote
users to one of four teleports located
strategically around the world.

“The CAISI and CSS VSAT tandem
saves Soldiers’ lives by eliminating the
‘sneaker net—the need for Soldiers to
get in convoys and go in harm’s way

to place requisitions,” said Richards.
“Now, Soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan
can stay inside the wire and securely
transmit requisitions wirelessly.”

Recently, PM DWTS leveraged
advanced technologies to refresh the
legacy version, CAISI 1.1, with a
better, faster, and cheaper solution:
CAISI 2.0. “CAISI 2.0 doubled the
throughput, increased the range from
3 miles to more than 35 miles, and

lowered the unit cost by 40 percent,”
said Richards.

To date, PM DWTS has fielded

8,000 CAISI 2.0 modules to more
than 100 Army units—2,000 of these
ahead of the Army Resourcing Priority
List schedule—and has fielded more
than 2,000 CSS VSAT systems to

warfighters worldwide with an Army
Acquisition Objective of 3,300. “We
field CAISI and CSS VSATS to units
and their home stations, and at the
same time, we provide New Equipment
Training,” said Richards. “Those units
then deploy with their CAISI and
CSS VSAT systems as organic equip-
ment.” Currently, PM DWTS is
supporting hundreds of CSS VSATs
in Iraq and Afghanistan with deployed
technical personnel.

What's on tap for CAISI and CSS
VSAT? “We're exporting the CAISI and
CSS VSAT solutions to the medical,
biometrics, [Department of ] Homeland
Security, and personnel communities,
and we're increasing the bandwidth

and the coverage to more areas of
Afghanistan,” Richards concluded.

STEPHEN LARSEN is the Public
Affairs Officer for Team DCATS. He
holds a B.A. in American studies from
the College of Staten Island of the City
University of New York. Larsen has
nearly 30 years' experience in public
affairs and video production.

JULY-SEPTEMBER 2009 25






